Post on July 5 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 07/05/2009 10:37 PM by Erin Acheson 
Curriculum entails more than just a text book. It includes "gathering, sorting, synthesizing, and selecting relevant information from many sources" and is the course content and learning outcomes we expect from the students (pg 2-3). The art of curriculum planning is difficult and takes much more time than we are given as teachers. Even when we are given a "complete curriculum" we still need to shape it to match standards, goals, and our students. I am thankful to be looking at what curriculum is and where our curriculum has come from this summer as I am planning for next year. Why do I include what I do in my courses? How will the activities I plan help my students to achieve to a high standard with understanding? I am looking forward to critically planning my Anatomy and Psychology curricula this summer and this class will really help me to analyze what I am doing with my students and why. 

Post on July 12 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 07/12/2009 8:41 PM by Erin Acheson 
The social implications of curriculum design are a huge part of the curriculum process. Curriculum needs to reflect society and needs to change society in ways that help our students develop into better citizens. The best indicators of student success in the classroom are teachers who are experts in not only their content area, but pedagogy, and child development (pg 97). This is a tall order, especially for elementary and Special Education teachers who teach so many disciplines. As I develop curriculum for next year I want to focus on those things that will bring the most success for my all of my students. Focusing on those things that help students of poverty, color, and special needs will help all of my students to be successful. I need to really focus on making my curriculum current while helping my students to understand how we got here (the past) and where I know they can go. 

Post on July 19 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 07/19/2009 8:44 PM by Erin Acheson 
There are so many considerations when it comes to creating curriculum and standards. CH 5 in Parkay highlights this quite well. Parkay says that curriculum should start out with an analysis of what knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values students should have upon completing a unit of study. The standards (at least in science) list these skills very well.  Teachers can plan assessments based on the standards and then plan the rest of the curriculum with these summative assessments in mind.  Hass’s article was interesting to read because it lists all those that are needed to create a good curriculum: scholars, parents, citizens, students and then educators. In this way our curriculum can reflect our past, be relevant to our students in the present, and train them for jobs in the future.  Marshall’s essay about looking back on his first years as principal and what standards have really done in his school was great.  Standards do make a difference if teachers and students believe that they can reach those high standards.  Changing opinions is slow, but is possible, and those that will not change their opinions often leave for what they perceive as “greener pastures.” The Leaders’ Voices essay by Brown left me feeling empowered. Teachers can lead the way for school improvement and I can be one of the teachers to help spur our school to greatness. It may be one student at a time, but it is possible. I love feeling positive about the work we do.    

Post on July 26 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 07/26/2009 7:41 PM by Erin Acheson 

It has been nice to learn about the type of learning I really should want my students to have and to look more closely at our science standards. Our science standards do stress the interrelatedness of concepts so it makes it easier for me to help my students to look at how each topic we cover connects together. As I wrote in my discussion board post: Dewey says that it is “essential that the new objects and events be related intellectually to those of earlier experiences” (pg 328). It is our job as educators to help students to connect and expand their experiences and “stimulat[e] new ways of observation and judgment…” (pg 328).  Like Bruner says, our new curricula/standards should be based on the fact that “all knowledge has an internal connectedness, a meaningfulness, and that for facts to be appreciated and understood and remembered, they must be fitted into that internal meaningful context” (pg 330). 

I am really glad to have had some more theoretical-type background before we dive back in to curriculum planning this summer. To take several weeks and really make one unit a great, well-designed unit will be so refreshing. I am hoping (of course) to use the Understanding by Design framework to help me create several units this summer for each of my classes for next year. I know that I can lean on our new science standards for guidance because, even though they aren’t perfect, they were thoughtfully put together so that my students and I are better able to make important connections. I haven't looked as closely at the Psychology standards to know how well-written they are. I will need to ensure that I make connections in advance so my kids can better make them. 

Post on August 2 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 08/02/2009 2:09 PM by Erin Acheson 
My Professional Development work this summer (formative assessment workshops, AP Institutes, AVID conferences, Observation of Evidences of Learning workshops, etc) has prepared me to really think about what (if) my students are learning and why. I am so thankful to be working with the UbD model this summer to plan my curriculum because I have so much to "cover" in my Anatomy and AP Psychology classes that I cannot do it justice without first thinking about the learning outcomes. I really want to focus this year on increasing rigor in my classroom and supporting students by teaching them good studying and thinking skills. Backwards planning will help me to focus on what I really want students to understand when they are done with a unit and how our current unit connects with the future units. I want students leaving my classes knowing how to think and the importance of thinking critically. It is a tall order which is not as easily attained thinking about individual activities. Chapters 1 and 2 in UbD reminded me of the basics of what we are trying to do as educators- get students to really understand concepts.   

Post on August 9 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 08/09/2009 11:23 PM by Erin Acheson 
I am very thankful that others with greater expertise than mine have come up with the goals and standards for my science and psychology courses. The task of coming up with EU's and EQ's would have been really difficult for me had I needed to do it all by myself. I can't think of a better class to be working on this summer as I am trying to revamp my anatomy course and prepare to teach psychology for the first time, while my colleagues and I are still revamping our freshmen science course. Focusing on Enduring and Essential Understandings and Questions will help me to focus my courses on what students really need to know. I am also trying to start Socratic Seminars in class and maybe use Philosophical Chairs next year every unit in order to develop my students critical thinking skills and essential questions may be good places to start. I am trying to finish my other SPU course this week so that I can devote my last two blissful weeks of summer to finishing planning and setting up my classroom. I am excited to dive into my curriculum and see where my students will take the information this year. 

Post on August 16 2009 (permalink) 
Created on Sunday, 08/16/2009 7:43 PM by Erin Acheson 

I read Understanding by Design a few summers ago so that I could use the same vocabulary as the colleagues I plan the most with.  It has been so much more meaningful to actually go through the process to design a unit. Designing a unit thoughtfully from the assessment back to the activities will help me to focus on the main ideas, concepts and standards. I am so excited to be starting the year off with units that are well-designed. Hopefully, my students will be able to take this knowledge with them throughout the year. 

I chose to start with the AP Psychology National Standards to start my unit, which made starting much easier. As I go through this process I am thinking about how to begin with my Anatomy course where I don’t have national standards to follow. I do have several college syllabi, but I want my students to really focus on making connections and thinking about the topics, not just memorizing lists of bones, muscles, and tissue types. Now that I have practiced with EUs and EQs I should be able to create the Objectives for each Anatomy unit in a more meaningful way.  I need to have a better understanding of where I want kids to go so that I can help them get there. UbD gives me a tool to use to help organize my instruction so that students will be more successful.

